Attorney Alice Lynd, PETITIONS

Introduction

Through a public records request, I obtained from the Office
of Governor Bob Taft "all petitions or letters sent to [the
Governor's] office regarding the death penalty and the use of the
death penalty in connection with the disturbance at the Southern
Ohio Correctional Facility in Lucasville, Ohio."! It is
estimated that approximately 26,000 individuals signed these
petitions and letters.?

Staughton Lynd and I obtained lists of the jurors in the
cases of various men who were convicted of offenses committed
during the uprising at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility in
April 1993:

Franklin County Timothy Grinnell
Jason Robb
Hamilton County Derek Cannon

Kenneth Law
S. A. Hasan (f/k/a Carlos Sanders)
James Were (second trial)

Lawrence County Keith LaMar
Montgomery County George Skatzes
Scioto County Eric Scales

Orson Wells

In addition, we obtained the names of the forepersons of two
Scioto County Grand Juries that issued the indictments.

The objective was to see whether any of the persons who
served on juries had signed petitions or letters indicating their
support of the death penalty. Four names on petitions appeared
to match the names of jurors: two of the jurors who convicted
Eric Scales, and two of the jurors who convicted Orson Wells.

'Letter to Alice Lynd from Heather S. Reed, Assistant Deputy
Legal Counsel, February 8, 1999.

Newspaper stories published on June 9, 1993 variously
report the number of signatures as 26,000 (Akron Beacon Journal),
about 26,000 (Columbus Dispatch), or almost 25,000 signatures
(Cincinnati Enquirer). These and other stories describing the
presentation of the petitions to Governor Voinovich were attached
as exhibits to a "Motion to Dismiss Grand Jury due to Biased
Grand Jurors" filed in the Court of Common Pleas, Scioto County,
Ohio by the Ohio Public Defender.




Methodology

In order to make manageable the task of comparing the names
of jurors with the huge number of signers of petitions, I
developed the following methodology.

First, I identified the postal zipcodes for each of the
counties listed above. I then sorted the petitions and letters
by zipcode, eliminating petitions where the signers obviously did
not reside in any of the relevant counties.

Next I took a map of Ohio and made lists of cities and towns
that were within each county, and a "not applicable'" 1list of
cities and towns where signers who did not live in any of the
relevant counties.

In addition to an alphabetical list of the jurors in each
individual defendant's trial, I made an alphabetical list by last
name of all jurors of defendants in Hamilton County, and an
alphabetical list by last name of all the jurors of all the
defendants. Finally, and most usefully, I made an alphabetical
list by first names of all the jurors. It was not long before I
could remember that there were six Davids but none with last
names that began with A through E or after the letter M, there
were no Edwards, no Johns, there was only one Susan, there were
three Barbaras, etc. So any Susan with the wrong last name could
be skipped, but better check the last name of every Barbara.
Furthermore, if the first or last name was difficult to decipher,
I could at least tell that it was too long or did not have the
necessary letters to make a match.

I began with counties that had the least number of
petitions, and proceeded to the huge number from Scioto County
and from Lawrence County adjacent to the east. There were no
addresses for many of the signers and those had to be checked by
name. When a possible match was found, the address also had to
be checked and in a few cases eliminated as too remote. Thus,
both name and location were taken into account in preparing lists
of relevant signers.

buring the screening process, it became apparent that some
of the officers who had been hostages, a few additional officers
injured during the uprising, and many persons with the same last
names had signed petitions. Similarly, some SOCF employees and
many people with the same last names signed petitions. And
finally, many people with the same last names as some of the
jurors signed petitions. Signers who did not live in the county
where the case was tried were disregarded.

For Scioto County, I put in separate piles petitions signed
by: a) jurors; b) hostages, other officers who testified at the
Lucasville trials, and persons with the same last names; c) other
SOCF employees and persons with the same last name; and d)
persons with the same last name as Scioto County grand or trial



jurors. In some cases, persons in more than one of those
categories signed the same petition so those had to be moved from
one pile to the next as the lists were being made.

My husband and I then sought confirmation that the
signatures of individuals who signed the petitions were in all
probability the same individuals who served on juries. A
colleague in Scioto County compared the signatures on the
petitions with voter registration cards at the Bureau of
Elections in Scioto County.

For example, the first name listed on the "venire" for the
trial jury in State v. Scales is "Susan Elaine Lute, 1436 Fifth
Street, West Portsmouth, OH." The voter registration signature
for Susan Elaine Lute at 1436 5th Street, West Portsmouth, OH
matches the signature of "Susan Lute, West Portsmouth, Oh" on one
of the petitions. Copies of page 1 of the "venire" in State v.
Scales, and the petition signed by Susan Lute are attached.

Also attached, by way of illustration, is a copy of a

petition signed by the following officers: '"Mike Hensley,
Hostage"; "Darrold R. Clark, Jr. hostage"; "Jeff Ratcliff ex-
hostage"; "John Kemper HOSTAGE"; and Larry E. Dotson who was also

a hostage.
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The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Governor, State of Ohio
The Honorable Stanley Arnoff, President, Ohio Senate

The Honorable Vernal G. Riffe, Speaker, Ohio House

We the undersigned request and demand thar the present statute of the Death Penalty in the State of Ohio be

applied as the passers intended it to be.

We feel that Governor George V. Voinovich, President of the Senate Stanley Arnoff, and Speaker of the House
Vernal G. Riffe must accept their responsibility to carry out the wishes of the Voters of the State of Ohio. Two

appeals are enough.

Request for petidons or to return, write: Death Penalry,
Residents of the State of Obio from high

PO. Box 1761, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.
school age and wp may sign this petition.
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7 The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Governor, State of Chio
The Honorable Stanley Arnoff, President, Ohio Senate
The Honorable Vernal G. Riffe, Speaker, Ohio House

We the undersigned request and demand that the present statute of the Death Penalty in the State of Ohio be

applied as the passers intended it to be.

We fecl that Governor George V. Voinovich, President of the Senate Stanley Arnoff, and Speaker of the House
Vernal G. Riffe must accept their responsibility to carry out the wishes of the Voters of the State of Ohio. Two

appeals are enough.

Request for petitions or to return, write: Death Penalty, PO. Box 1761, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662.
Residents of the State of Ohio from bigh school age and wp may sign this petition.

Name Address Name
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